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know, but I was sure it was not by a Spell. That's
admirable. And so you askt the bishop about that pun of
lord StawelFs brother. Bite. Have I caught you, young
women ? Must you pretend to ask after roguish puns, and
Latin ones too ? Oh but you smoakt me, and did not ask
the bishop. Oh but you are a fool, and you did. I met
Vedeau again at Court to-day, and I observed he had a
sword on; I fancy he was broke, and has got a commission,
but I never askt him. Vedeau I think his name is, yet
Parasol's man is Vedel, that's true. Bank stock will fall
like stock-fish by this bad news,8 and two days ago I could
have got 1 2!. by my bargain; but I don't intend to sell, and
in time it will rise. 'Tis odd, that my lord Peterborow fore-
told this loss two months ago, one night at Mr. Harley's,
when I was there; he bid us count upon it, that Stanhope
would lose Spain before Christmas, that he would venture
his head upon it, and gave us reasons; and though Mr.
Harley argued the contrary, he still held to his opinion.
I was telling my lord Anglesea this at Court this morning,
and a gentleman by said, he had heard my lord Peterborow
affirm the same thing. I have heard wise folks say,
An ill tongue may do much. And 'tis an old^ saying,
Once I guest right. And I got credit by't; Thrice I guest
wrong, and I kept my credit on. No, 'tis you are sorry,
not I.
26. By the lord Harry I shall be undone here with
Christmas boxes. The rogues of the Coffee-house have
raised their tax, every one giving a crown, and I gave
mine for shame, besides a great many half crowns to great
mens porters, &c. I went to-day by water into the city,
and dined with no less a man than the city printer.10 There
8 On Bank Stock see p. 87 n.42
0 Deane Swift reads 'odd'. Probably a slip for 'old'.
10 John Barber, 1675-1741, born of poor parents, was apprenticed to
the printing trade, and set up for himself in 1700. In 1710 he became
Printer to the City of London (Nichols, Lit. Anec. iii. 571 n.). Swift used
his influence and Barber obtained the patronage of the ministry, printing
The London Gazette, The Examiner, and The Mercator. He was tempor-
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